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Salem !" The other pieces written in the Oxford
period, some of which were published at the time, are
quite on the level of good occasional poetry, but are
nothing more. And as they were composed by an
adult at an age when many cultivated men have written
poetry as good, they have no special interest or value.
They are graceful, correct, melodious pieces; but they
fail to rouse us, they have no real distinction, no
strong grip. They do not even interest us, as the
boyish effusions do from their precocious maturity.

To turn now to the earliest prose. He wrote clearly
and spelled correctly in 1823, at the age of four. Erom
the age of seven he wrote up his diary regularly, with
accurate descriptions of the places he visited. In
" Harry and Lucy " he writes thus: <( Harry ran for an
electrical apparatus which his father had given him,
and the cloud electrified his apparatus positively.
After that another cloud came which electrified his
apparatus negatively, and then a long train of smaller
ones." All this is spelled accurately, and is written
in printed letters; and in the same book are given a
multitude of observations of physical phenomena. At
the age of thirteen he wrote letters which are per-
fectly correct, easy, and flowing.

His first printed pieces appeared, when he was
fifteen, in London's Magazine of Natural History, 1834.
This contained an essay on the geologic strata of Mont
Blanc, a JSTote on the perforation of a leaden pipe by
rats, and inquiries into the causes of the colour of
Rhine-water. In 1835 the annual Friendship's Offering,
published by Smith, Elder and Company, printed three
of his poems on German scenes. London's Magazineaffection, wherever love was open to him. Nor must
